
DATE TIME SPEAKER SUBJECT CREDITS SUMMARY & BIOS

10/26/2022 10:00 - 11:30 Pam Wentz & Meghan Hartley Unclaimed Property - Policies & Procedures 1 core

10/26/2022 1:00 - 2:30 Pam Wentz & Meghan Hartley 
Unclaimed Property - Audits & Voluntary 
Disclosure Programs 1 core

10/27/2022 8:50 - 10:05 Melanie Finnegan Beginning Calculations 1 core

10/27/2022 8:50 - 10:05
Andy Graham, Tim Dowd, Shawn Morgan, Eli 
Kiefaber, Jonathan Lear, Andrea Tettleton Daddy Died, Who’s Got the Will 1 core

10/27/2022 8:50 - 10:05 Jeff Taylor
Probate, Intestacy & Capacity Laws in New 
Mexico 1 core

10/27/2022 8:50 - 10:05 Melissa Gardner
The History of Indian Territory - What McGirt 
Might Mean to Us 1 core

10/27/2022 10:20 - 11:35 Melanie Finnegan Intermediate & Advanced Calculations 1 core

10/27/2022 10:20 - 11:35 Jack Wilhelm
Oh Oh The Lawyers Did It To Us Again: Trust 
& Probate Laws for DOAs 1 core

10/27/2022 10:20 - 11:35 Tricia Davis Working Together We Can Make a Difference 1 core

10/27/2022 10:20 - 11:35 Jonathan Lear A Primer on Utah Title Law 1 core

10/27/2022 1:10 - 2:35 Andy Graham
Ethical Considerations for the Division Order 
Analyst 1 ethics

10/27/2022 1:10 - 2:35
Linda Buckman, Angela Powers, Kim Bowman, 
Quint Withers, Michelle Harris Fairclough Division Order 101 - DO Panel ?????

10/27/2022 1:10 - 2:35 Andrea Tettleton Summary of Louisiana Prescription Issues 1 core

10/27/2022 1:10 - 2:35 Tim Dowd
Oil & Gas Title Law - A Review of 52 Common 
Problems - Multi State 1 core

10/27/2022 2:40 - 3:55 Robert "Eli" Kiefaber
Interpretation of Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest 1 core

10/27/2022 2:40 - 3:55 Wade Brawley
"Shift Happens" Leveraging Change to 
Assume a Leadership Role 1 non-core

10/27/2022 2:40 - 3:55 Tricia Davis Working Together We Can Make a Difference 1 core




WEDNESDAY – OCTOBER 26, 2022 10:00 – 11:30 
Pam Wentz & Meghan Hartley – Georgeson 
Unclaimed Property – PART 1 
Audits & Voluntary Disclosures (VDA) Programs 
This session will provide information on both audits & VDAs. It will include what to do if 
you get an audit notice, tips for surviving an audit, what it means to get an invitation to 
Delaware’s VDA program and information on other state VDA options. 
 


Pamela Wentz 


As the National Practice Leader for the unclaimed property consulting and reporting 
practice, Pam is responsible for business development and the management and 
delivery of consulting and reporting services. Pam brings over 25 years of diverse and 
extensive experience to clients of Georgeson’s unclaimed asset services and has 
extensive experience in the oil & gas industry.  
 
Pam has been a featured speaker on the topic of unclaimed property at numerous 
conferences and has authored articles for trade association magazines and 
publications. She is also a member of the Unclaimed Property Professionals 
Organization (UPPO) and currently serves as a member of the UPPO Leadership 
Development Committee. 
 


Meghan Hartley  
 
Meghan Hartley is an Unclaimed Property Consulting Manager at Georgeson 
LLC. Meghan is responsible for leading consulting client engagements. Her 
expertise allows her to perform data analyses, conduct interviews and track state 
laws and regulations in order to provide companies with audit and state 
voluntary disclosure assistance, risk assessments and the development of 
policies and procedures. Meghan is a certified fraud examiner (CFE) and a 
member of the Unclaimed Property Professionals Organization (UPPO) and 
Association of Certified Fraud Examiners (ACFE). 
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WEDNESDAY – OCTOBER 26, 2022 1:00 – 2:30 
Pam Wentz & Meghan Hartley – Georgeson 
Unclaimed Property – PART 2 
Due Diligence & Escheatment 
This session will provide helpful tips for completing due diligence mailings in addition to 
discussing the state requirements. It will also focus on the reporting challenges 
commonly encountered in the oil & gas industry. 
 


Pamela Wentz 


As the National Practice Leader for the unclaimed property consulting and reporting 
practice, Pam is responsible for business development and the management and 
delivery of consulting and reporting services. Pam brings over 25 years of diverse and 
extensive experience to clients of Georgeson’s unclaimed asset services and has 
extensive experience in the oil & gas industry.  
 
Pam has been a featured speaker on the topic of unclaimed property at numerous 
conferences and has authored articles for trade association magazines and 
publications. She is also a member of the Unclaimed Property Professionals 
Organization (UPPO) and currently serves as a member of the UPPO Leadership 
Development Committee. 
 


Meghan Hartley  
 
Meghan Hartley is an Unclaimed Property Consulting Manager at Georgeson 
LLC. Meghan is responsible for leading consulting client engagements. Her 
expertise allows her to perform data analyses, conduct interviews and track state 
laws and regulations in order to provide companies with audit and state 
voluntary disclosure assistance, risk assessments and the development of 
policies and procedures. Meghan is a certified fraud examiner (CFE) and a 
member of the Unclaimed Property Professionals Organization (UPPO) and 
Association of Certified Fraud Examiners (ACFE). 
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October 27, 2022 – 8:50 – 10:05 or 
October 28, 2022 – 10:20 – 11:35  
 
Melanie Finnegan – Comstock Resources 
 Beginner Calculations 
A review of basic calculations relevant to the work of a Division Order Analyst. 
 
 
Melanie Finnegan, CDOA, is a Land Business Specialist at Comstock Resources in 
Frisco, Texas. She began her career in the oil and gas industry in 2006 and has worked 
for Comstock since 2008. She is an integral part of their acquisitions and divestitures 
team, facilitating data transfer between parties. Melanie has been an active member of 
DALWORTH since 2009 and was President in 2018. She has also presented at 
numerous DALWORTH and DFW‐ALTA events.” 
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October 27, 2022 – 10:20 – 11:35 or  
October 28, 2022 – 2:40 – 3:55 
 
Melanie Finnegan – Comstock Resources 
Intermediate & Advanced Calculations 
A review of more intense calculations; Carried WI, Cross Unit allocation well 
calculations and Excel tips and tricks. 
 
 
Melanie Finnegan, CDOA, is a Land Business Specialist at Comstock Resources in 
Frisco, Texas. She began her career in the oil and gas industry in 2006 and has worked 
for Comstock since 2008. She is an integral part of their acquisitions and divestitures 
team, facilitating data transfer between parties. Melanie has been an active member of 
DALWORTH since 2009 and was President in 2018. She has also presented at 
numerous DALWORTH and DFW‐ALTA events.” 
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October 27, 2022 – 8:50 – 10:05 
October 28. 2022 – 1:10 – 2:25 
 
Andrea Tettleten, Andy Graham, Tim Dowd, Jonathan Lear, Robert “Eli” Kiefaber and Shawn Morgan 
Daddy’s Died, Who’s Got the Will 
In this session, the attorneys will give an update on how process for probate & Wills are handled in the 
various states of their expertise with a Q&A afterwards. 
 


Andrea Tettleton is the managing partner of Baton Rouge, Louisiana office of Seabaugh & Sepulvado, LLC. 
She has over a decade of experience in advising upstream energy companies in their exploration and 
production operations, with an emphasis on title examination and transactional matters. Her current practice 
focuses on examination of land, mineral and leasehold title, drafting title opinions and division order work. 
She has extensive experience drafting, interpreting, and negotiating contractual provisions in oil and gas 
related contracts, curative instruments, and joint operating agreements. Andrea has advised clients during 
the acquisition and divestiture process of mineral and leasehold interests. She has also assisted clients in 
conducting probate procedures within Louisiana. Andrea has given presentations to various oil and gas 
industry groups including the Louisiana Mineral Law Institute, Lafayette Association of Professional 
Landmen, Baton Rouge Association of Professional Landmen, NADOA, NALTA and the Gulf Coast Land 
Institute. Andrea is currently serving as the President Elect of the Women’s Energy Network Global Board, 
having previously served as the Global Secretary for the 2020-2021 term. Andrea earned her Bachelor of 
Science magna cum laude from Texas Christian University in 2006 and obtained her Juris Doctorate cum 
laude from Louisiana State University in 2009. 


Andy Graham has practiced energy and mineral law with Steptoe & Johnson PLLC over the last 17 years 
in Texas and West Virginia, focusing on mineral title examinations, assisting clients buying or selling 
mineral, midstream and renewable energy assets, and handling surface use issues arising from energy 
development. He also teaches energy land management at West Virginia University in Morgantown, West 
Virginia and writes about energy law developments for the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation’s 
Mineral Law Newsletter.  He has been included in Woodward/White’s The Best Lawyers in America® every 
year since 2012.  He graduated summa cum laude from Shepherd College, in Shepherdstown, West 
Virginia, with a degree in political science, and received his law degree from the West Virginia University 
College of Law in Morgantown, West Virginia, where he was inducted into the Order of the Coif.  He is 
admitted to practice law in Texas and West Virginia.   


Timothy C. Dowd is an attorney with Elias, Books, Brown & Nelson, in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. His 
primary area of practice is oil and gas law, including the rendering of title opinions and drafting of industry 
contracts. Mr. Dowd is a past President of the Oklahoma City Mineral Lawyers Society and former 
Chairperson of the Oklahoma Bar Association Mineral Law Section. Mr. Dowd is also the author of the 
chapter on Oil and Gas Titles in West Publishing Company’s Oklahoma Real Estate Forms and Practice. 
He is the author of many articles.  


Jonathan Lear is a senior partner with Lear & Lear PLLC. He received his bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Utah, and his law degree from the Howard University School of Law. Jonathan represents 
energy clients in both the renewable and mineral extraction industry, with a focus on natural resources and 
public lands law. He primarily works with matters related to complex title, acquiring rights to explore, 
produce and transport oil and gas, transactional matters, permitting, access and financing. Jonathan has 
examined title to innumerable oil and gas properties in the Rocky Mountain West and Mid-Continent areas 
of the United States and has prepared hundreds of acquisition, drilling, and division order title opinions, 
covering federal, Indian, state, and private lands. He works with clients before state and federal agencies 
with administrative hearings and appeals; natural resources litigation and appeals; mergers and 
acquisitions; mineral financing; and natural resources law on Indian reservations. When not working, 
Jonathan enjoys soccer (whether coaching his four children or playing in his indoor and outdoor leagues) 
and traveling with his family. 
 







Eli Kiefaber focuses his practice in mineral title and energy law and is Board Certified in Oil, Gas and Mineral 
Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. He regularly works with publicly-traded and private-equity 
energy producers in major U.S. shale plays and has prepared numerous title opinions, including drilling title 
opinions, division order opinions, supplemental title opinions, and acquisition title opinions. Eli’s experience 
also encompasses energy litigation matters, including title disputes, interpretation of royalties and payments 
of revenues. Eli Kiefaber understands that in his practice he is not only hired as an attorney but as a 
teammate. Eli enjoys working closely with his clients and creating an engaging experience. Clients 
appreciate that Eli is on their side, listening to their needs, and is always working toward reaching their 
goals. Eli is licensed to practice in Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, and Ohio.  
Eli is also a frequent speaker, providing educational lectures across the country at industry organizations 
such as the American Association of Professional Landman (AAPL), the National Association of Division 
Order Analysts (NADOA), and many local industry groups. 
WORK EXPERIENCE 
2022 Steptoe & Johnson PLLC 
2013-2022 Kiefaber & Olivia LLP 
2011-2013 Kilburn Law Firm 
2002-2011 Faruki Ireland & Cox PLL 
MEMBERSHIPS AND AWARDS 
PROFESSIONAL 
Texas Super Lawyers, Energy & Natural Resources Law, 2019-2022 
Institute for Energy Law, Advisory Board 
Houston Bar Association, Oil, Gas and Mineral Law Section 
Houston Association of Petroleum Landmen 
North Houston Association of Petroleum Landmen 
American Association of Petroleum Landmen 
College of the State Bar of Texas 
 
Shawn Morgan is the lawyer you want on your team in the face of a stressful, urgent, or critical situation. 
Shawn focuses on resolving crises for clients in the areas of cybersecurity, complex civil litigation, internal 
investigations, white collar defense, and government compliance. A trial lawyer at heart, she has significant 
experience in the courtroom, having tried dozens of cases for clients and arguing several matters on appeal. 
Shawn has tried more than 30 cases to verdict in state and federal courts, including those involving white 
collar crimes, drug and violent crimes, and the defense of professional malpractice claims. 
 
Prior to joining Steptoe & Johnson PLLC in 2015, she had a lengthy career in public service: 13 years as a 
federal prosecutor at the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the Northern District of West Virginia, preceded by four 
years as a judicial law clerk to the Honorable Irene M. Keeley. She is experienced in handling government 
and regulatory investigations and, as part of her leadership of the firm’s White Collar Defense Team, she 
frequently advises clients concerning Grand Jury and administrative subpoena responses. She investigated 
cybersecurity breaches while a prosecutor and assists clients in cybersecurity planning, responding to data 
security incidents, and making necessary notifications.  
 
Shawn also is a member of the Environment, Social, Governance ("ESG") group, a group of attorneys with 
experience and knowledge about how ESG impacts all aspects of business. Beyond her work with clients, 
within Steptoe & Johnson, Shawn is a respected and sought after colleague and serves on the firm’s 
Emergency Response Team and is the Office Managing Member of the firm’s Bridgeport, West Virginia 
office. Shawn also enjoys the opportunity to serve her community by volunteering with the Bridgeport Chiefs 
4-H Club, and serving as an appointed member of the Bridgeport Police Civil Service Commission, and on 
the Board of Harrison County Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA). 
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October 27, 2022 8:50 – 10:05 
October 28, 2022 10:20 – 11:35 
 
Melissa Gardner – Title Law Group 
The History of Indian Territory – What McGirt might mean to Us  
 
How Congressional acts govern Tribal ownership. 
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October 27, 2022 10:20 – 11:35 
October 28, 2022 2:40 – 3:55 
 
Jack Wilhelm – Wilhelm Law Firm 
Oh Oh – The Lawyers did it to Us Again: Trusts and Probate Law for the DOA 
A review of Trust Law (with an emphasis on Texas) and what the Division Order Analyst needs 
to know to manage royalty interest held in trusts, will and probate issues will be discussed. 
 
Oh Oh – The Lawyers did it to Us “YET” Again: Agency Power of Attorney and Who can 
bind Corporations, Trusts & Partnerships 
 
The importance of making sure that all documents are properly executed by the trust, 
partnership and corporation, and the powers of an agent (POA) – what they are and how they 
work. 
Jack Wilhelm is an Austin, Texas, attorney. Jack focuses his practice on estate planning and 
probate, oil, and gas law, and state taxation issues before the Texas Comptroller of Public 
Accounts. Jack’s estate planning clients including individuals with large landholdings in Texas 
and other states. Jack’s oil and gas clients include Fortune 500 oil and gas companies, privately-
owned oil and gas independents, and sophisticated landowners. In addition to his Juris Doctorate 
degree, Jack holds a Masters of Energy and Environmental Law from Tulane University. 


Jack is licensed to practice in Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Illinois, and by numerous federal 
courts, including all Texas and Louisiana federal district courts and the United States 5th Circuit 
Court of Appeals located in New Orleans, as well as the United States Supreme Court. 


The Wilhelm Law Firm is a two-person law firm that focuses its practice on oil and gas law.  We 
are proud to be of service to large and small oil and gas operators, nonoperating working interest 
owners, and sophisticated landowners.  We pride ourselves on being prompt, thorough, and 
reasonably priced.   


• We work for our clients to create an environment that enhances the opportunities for their 
businesses to thrive. 


• We are licensed in Texas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Arkansas, North Dakota, and Illinois. 
We provide legal solutions nationwide.  


• We work for our clients always with an eye towards avoiding litigation; however, if litigation 
is necessary, we work to assure that our clients are in the best position to prevail. 


• As appropriate, we provide civil litigation, administrative law, and tax law assistance. 
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Tricia Davis – Texas Royalty Council 
Working Together we can Make a Difference 
A different look at Royalty Relations and how we can and do work together. Exploring 
the mail box to the capital. 
 


Tricia Davis 
President, Texas Royalty Council & American Royalty Council 
  
Tricia Davis is the president of Texas Royalty Council & American Royalty Council.  She 
has been an advocate for royalty owners and for a strong oil and gas industry since 
1993, working in Texas and Washington DC with advocacy groups and on behalf of her 
family’s oil and gas interest and others.  As a Certified Minerals Manager, she has been 
working in Austin with industry and royalty owners on a full-time basis for the past 18 
years, testifying at numerous State and Federal hearings and distributing advocacy 
materials to tens of thousands of royalty owners.  She is a long-time member of 
NADOA, TIPRO, Texas Alliance, PPROA, PBPA and on the legislative committee of 
TXOGA. 
  
Tricia is a 6th generation Texan from Midland, Texas who lives with her husband on a 
ranch outside of Austin.  For over 20 years, Tricia has overseen the family oil and gas 
operations which includes working interests, overrides, royalty interests, in Texas and 
13 other producing states.  She is engaged in every aspect of the business including 
negotiating oil and gas leases and division orders as well as managing everyday 
operations and accounting responsibilities.  
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Tricia Davis – Texas Royalty Council 
Working Together we can Make a Difference 
A different look at Royalty Relations and how we can and do work together. Exploring 
the mail box to the capital. 
 


Tricia Davis 
President, Texas Royalty Council & American Royalty Council 
  
Tricia Davis is the president of Texas Royalty Council & American Royalty Council.  She 
has been an advocate for royalty owners and for a strong oil and gas industry since 
1993, working in Texas and Washington DC with advocacy groups and on behalf of her 
family’s oil and gas interest and others.  As a Certified Minerals Manager, she has been 
working in Austin with industry and royalty owners on a full-time basis for the past 18 
years, testifying at numerous State and Federal hearings and distributing advocacy 
materials to tens of thousands of royalty owners.  She is a long-time member of 
NADOA, TIPRO, Texas Alliance, PPROA, PBPA and on the legislative committee of 
TXOGA. 
  
Tricia is a 6th generation Texan from Midland, Texas who lives with her husband on a 
ranch outside of Austin.  For over 20 years, Tricia has overseen the family oil and gas 
operations which includes working interests, overrides, royalty interests, in Texas and 
13 other producing states.  She is engaged in every aspect of the business including 
negotiating oil and gas leases and division orders as well as managing everyday 
operations and accounting responsibilities.  
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October 27, 2022 10:20 – 11:35 
October 28, 2022 8:50 – 10:05 
 
 
 
Jonathan Lear – Lear & Lear PLLC 
A Primer on Utah Title Law 
This presentation will discuss Utah title issues and idiosyncrasies that might vary from 
general title matters observed in other Rocky Mountain States. 
 
Jonathan Lear is a senior partner with Lear & Lear PLLC.  He received his bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Utah, and his law degree from the Howard University 
School of Law.  Jonathan represents energy clients in both the renewable and mineral 
extraction industry, with a focus on natural resources and public lands law.  He primarily 
works with matters related to complex title, acquiring rights to explore, produce and 
transport oil and gas, transactional matters, permitting, access and financing.  Jonathan 
has examined title to innumerable oil and gas properties in the Rocky Mountain West 
and Mid-Continent areas of the United States and has prepared hundreds of acquisition, 
drilling, and division order title opinions, covering federal, Indian, state, and private 
lands.  He works with clients before state and federal agencies with administrative 
hearings and appeals; natural resources litigation and appeals; mergers and 
acquisitions; mineral financing; and natural resources law on Indian reservations.  When 
not working, Jonathan enjoys soccer (whether coaching his four children or playing in 
his indoor and outdoor leagues) and traveling with his family. 
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10/27/2022 2:40 - 3:55 Shawn Morgan
How Fraud & Idenity Theft Impacts Your 
Work ???

10/28/2022 8:50 - 10:05 Andy Graham
Ethical Considerations for the Division Order 
Analyst 1 ethics

10/28/2022 8:50 - 10:05 Wade Brawley
"Shift Happens" Leveraging Change to 
Assume a Leadership Role 1 non-core

10/28/2022 8:50 - 10:05 Andrea Tettleton Summary of Louisiana Prescription Issues 1 core

10/28/2022 8:50 - 10:05 Jonathan Lear A Primer on Utah Title Law 1 core

10/28/2022 10:20 - 11:35 Robert "Eli" Kiefaber
Interpretation of Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest 1 core

10/28/2022 10:20 - 11:35
Linda Buckman, Angela Powers, Kim Bowman, 
Quint Withers, Michelle Harris Fairclough Division Order 101 - DO Panel ?????

10/28/2022 10:20 - 11:35 Ellen Conley
A Rebranding of 1st Purchaser Statues: Interst 
Owner's 2nd Chance at 1st Priority Protection 1 core

10/28/2022 10:20 - 11:35 Melissa Gardner
The History of Indian Territory - What McGirt 
Might Mean to Us 1 core

10/28/2022 1:10 - 2:25 Melanie Finnegan Beginning Calculations 1 core

10/28/2022 1:10 - 2:25
Andy Graham, Tim Dowd, Shawn Morgan, Eli 
Kiefaber, Jonathan Lear, Andrea Tettleton Daddy Died, Who’s Got the Will 1 core

10/28/2022 1:10 - 2:25 Jeff Taylor
Probate, Intestacy & Capacity Laws in New 
Mexico 1 core

10/28/2022 1:10 - 2:25 Shawn Morgan
How Fraud & Idenity Theft Impacts Your 
Work ???

10/28/2022 2:40 - 3:55 Melanie Finnegan Intermediate & Advanced Calculations 1 core

10/28/2022 2:40 - 3:55 Jack Wilhelm
Oh Oh The Lawyers Did It To Us Again: Trust 
& Probate Laws for DOAs 1 core

10/28/2022 2:40 - 3:55 Ellen Conley
A Rebranding of 1st Purchaser Statues: Interst 
Owner's 2nd Chance at 1st Priority Protection 1 core

10/28/2022 2:40 - 3:55 Tim Dowd
Oil & Gas Title Law - A Review of 52 Common 
Problems - Multi State 1 core




October 27, 2022 – 8:50 – 10:05 or 
October 28, 2022 – 10:20 – 11:35  
 
Melanie Finnegan – Comstock Resources 
 Beginner Calculations 
A review of basic calculations relevant to the work of a Division Order Analyst. 
 
 
Melanie Finnegan, CDOA, is a Land Business Specialist at Comstock Resources in 
Frisco, Texas. She began her career in the oil and gas industry in 2006 and has worked 
for Comstock since 2008. She is an integral part of their acquisitions and divestitures 
team, facilitating data transfer between parties. Melanie has been an active member of 
DALWORTH since 2009 and was President in 2018. She has also presented at 
numerous DALWORTH and DFW‐ALTA events.” 
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October 27, 2022 – 10:20 – 11:35 or  
October 28, 2022 – 2:40 – 3:55 
 
Melanie Finnegan – Comstock Resources 
Intermediate & Advanced Calculations 
A review of more intense calculations; Carried WI, Cross Unit allocation well 
calculations and Excel tips and tricks. 
 
 
Melanie Finnegan, CDOA, is a Land Business Specialist at Comstock Resources in 
Frisco, Texas. She began her career in the oil and gas industry in 2006 and has worked 
for Comstock since 2008. She is an integral part of their acquisitions and divestitures 
team, facilitating data transfer between parties. Melanie has been an active member of 
DALWORTH since 2009 and was President in 2018. She has also presented at 
numerous DALWORTH and DFW‐ALTA events.” 
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October 27, 2022 – 8:50 – 10:05 
October 28. 2022 – 1:10 – 2:25 
 
Andrea Tettleten, Andy Graham, Tim Dowd, Jonathan Lear, Robert “Eli” Kiefaber and Shawn Morgan 
Daddy’s Died, Who’s Got the Will 
In this session, the attorneys will give an update on how process for probate & Wills are handled in the 
various states of their expertise with a Q&A afterwards. 
 


Andrea Tettleton is the managing partner of Baton Rouge, Louisiana office of Seabaugh & Sepulvado, LLC. 
She has over a decade of experience in advising upstream energy companies in their exploration and 
production operations, with an emphasis on title examination and transactional matters. Her current practice 
focuses on examination of land, mineral and leasehold title, drafting title opinions and division order work. 
She has extensive experience drafting, interpreting, and negotiating contractual provisions in oil and gas 
related contracts, curative instruments, and joint operating agreements. Andrea has advised clients during 
the acquisition and divestiture process of mineral and leasehold interests. She has also assisted clients in 
conducting probate procedures within Louisiana. Andrea has given presentations to various oil and gas 
industry groups including the Louisiana Mineral Law Institute, Lafayette Association of Professional 
Landmen, Baton Rouge Association of Professional Landmen, NADOA, NALTA and the Gulf Coast Land 
Institute. Andrea is currently serving as the President Elect of the Women’s Energy Network Global Board, 
having previously served as the Global Secretary for the 2020-2021 term. Andrea earned her Bachelor of 
Science magna cum laude from Texas Christian University in 2006 and obtained her Juris Doctorate cum 
laude from Louisiana State University in 2009. 


Andy Graham has practiced energy and mineral law with Steptoe & Johnson PLLC over the last 17 years 
in Texas and West Virginia, focusing on mineral title examinations, assisting clients buying or selling 
mineral, midstream and renewable energy assets, and handling surface use issues arising from energy 
development. He also teaches energy land management at West Virginia University in Morgantown, West 
Virginia and writes about energy law developments for the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation’s 
Mineral Law Newsletter.  He has been included in Woodward/White’s The Best Lawyers in America® every 
year since 2012.  He graduated summa cum laude from Shepherd College, in Shepherdstown, West 
Virginia, with a degree in political science, and received his law degree from the West Virginia University 
College of Law in Morgantown, West Virginia, where he was inducted into the Order of the Coif.  He is 
admitted to practice law in Texas and West Virginia.   


Timothy C. Dowd is an attorney with Elias, Books, Brown & Nelson, in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. His 
primary area of practice is oil and gas law, including the rendering of title opinions and drafting of industry 
contracts. Mr. Dowd is a past President of the Oklahoma City Mineral Lawyers Society and former 
Chairperson of the Oklahoma Bar Association Mineral Law Section. Mr. Dowd is also the author of the 
chapter on Oil and Gas Titles in West Publishing Company’s Oklahoma Real Estate Forms and Practice. 
He is the author of many articles.  


Jonathan Lear is a senior partner with Lear & Lear PLLC. He received his bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Utah, and his law degree from the Howard University School of Law. Jonathan represents 
energy clients in both the renewable and mineral extraction industry, with a focus on natural resources and 
public lands law. He primarily works with matters related to complex title, acquiring rights to explore, 
produce and transport oil and gas, transactional matters, permitting, access and financing. Jonathan has 
examined title to innumerable oil and gas properties in the Rocky Mountain West and Mid-Continent areas 
of the United States and has prepared hundreds of acquisition, drilling, and division order title opinions, 
covering federal, Indian, state, and private lands. He works with clients before state and federal agencies 
with administrative hearings and appeals; natural resources litigation and appeals; mergers and 
acquisitions; mineral financing; and natural resources law on Indian reservations. When not working, 
Jonathan enjoys soccer (whether coaching his four children or playing in his indoor and outdoor leagues) 
and traveling with his family. 
 







Eli Kiefaber focuses his practice in mineral title and energy law and is Board Certified in Oil, Gas and Mineral 
Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. He regularly works with publicly-traded and private-equity 
energy producers in major U.S. shale plays and has prepared numerous title opinions, including drilling title 
opinions, division order opinions, supplemental title opinions, and acquisition title opinions. Eli’s experience 
also encompasses energy litigation matters, including title disputes, interpretation of royalties and payments 
of revenues. Eli Kiefaber understands that in his practice he is not only hired as an attorney but as a 
teammate. Eli enjoys working closely with his clients and creating an engaging experience. Clients 
appreciate that Eli is on their side, listening to their needs, and is always working toward reaching their 
goals. Eli is licensed to practice in Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, and Ohio.  
Eli is also a frequent speaker, providing educational lectures across the country at industry organizations 
such as the American Association of Professional Landman (AAPL), the National Association of Division 
Order Analysts (NADOA), and many local industry groups. 
WORK EXPERIENCE 
2022 Steptoe & Johnson PLLC 
2013-2022 Kiefaber & Olivia LLP 
2011-2013 Kilburn Law Firm 
2002-2011 Faruki Ireland & Cox PLL 
MEMBERSHIPS AND AWARDS 
PROFESSIONAL 
Texas Super Lawyers, Energy & Natural Resources Law, 2019-2022 
Institute for Energy Law, Advisory Board 
Houston Bar Association, Oil, Gas and Mineral Law Section 
Houston Association of Petroleum Landmen 
North Houston Association of Petroleum Landmen 
American Association of Petroleum Landmen 
College of the State Bar of Texas 
 
Shawn Morgan is the lawyer you want on your team in the face of a stressful, urgent, or critical situation. 
Shawn focuses on resolving crises for clients in the areas of cybersecurity, complex civil litigation, internal 
investigations, white collar defense, and government compliance. A trial lawyer at heart, she has significant 
experience in the courtroom, having tried dozens of cases for clients and arguing several matters on appeal. 
Shawn has tried more than 30 cases to verdict in state and federal courts, including those involving white 
collar crimes, drug and violent crimes, and the defense of professional malpractice claims. 
 
Prior to joining Steptoe & Johnson PLLC in 2015, she had a lengthy career in public service: 13 years as a 
federal prosecutor at the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the Northern District of West Virginia, preceded by four 
years as a judicial law clerk to the Honorable Irene M. Keeley. She is experienced in handling government 
and regulatory investigations and, as part of her leadership of the firm’s White Collar Defense Team, she 
frequently advises clients concerning Grand Jury and administrative subpoena responses. She investigated 
cybersecurity breaches while a prosecutor and assists clients in cybersecurity planning, responding to data 
security incidents, and making necessary notifications.  
 
Shawn also is a member of the Environment, Social, Governance ("ESG") group, a group of attorneys with 
experience and knowledge about how ESG impacts all aspects of business. Beyond her work with clients, 
within Steptoe & Johnson, Shawn is a respected and sought after colleague and serves on the firm’s 
Emergency Response Team and is the Office Managing Member of the firm’s Bridgeport, West Virginia 
office. Shawn also enjoys the opportunity to serve her community by volunteering with the Bridgeport Chiefs 
4-H Club, and serving as an appointed member of the Bridgeport Police Civil Service Commission, and on 
the Board of Harrison County Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA). 
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October 27, 2022 8:50 – 10:05 
October 28, 2022 10:20 – 11:35 
 
Melissa Gardner – Title Law Group 
The History of Indian Territory – What McGirt might mean to Us  
 
How Congressional acts govern Tribal ownership. 
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October 27, 2022 10:20 – 11:35 
October 28, 2022 2:40 – 3:55 
 
Jack Wilhelm – Wilhelm Law Firm 
Oh Oh – The Lawyers did it to Us Again: Trusts and Probate Law for the DOA 
A review of Trust Law (with an emphasis on Texas) and what the Division Order Analyst needs 
to know to manage royalty interest held in trusts, will and probate issues will be discussed. 
 
Oh Oh – The Lawyers did it to Us “YET” Again: Agency Power of Attorney and Who can 
bind Corporations, Trusts & Partnerships 
 
The importance of making sure that all documents are properly executed by the trust, 
partnership and corporation, and the powers of an agent (POA) – what they are and how they 
work. 
Jack Wilhelm is an Austin, Texas, attorney. Jack focuses his practice on estate planning and 
probate, oil, and gas law, and state taxation issues before the Texas Comptroller of Public 
Accounts. Jack’s estate planning clients including individuals with large landholdings in Texas 
and other states. Jack’s oil and gas clients include Fortune 500 oil and gas companies, privately-
owned oil and gas independents, and sophisticated landowners. In addition to his Juris Doctorate 
degree, Jack holds a Masters of Energy and Environmental Law from Tulane University. 


Jack is licensed to practice in Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Illinois, and by numerous federal 
courts, including all Texas and Louisiana federal district courts and the United States 5th Circuit 
Court of Appeals located in New Orleans, as well as the United States Supreme Court. 


The Wilhelm Law Firm is a two-person law firm that focuses its practice on oil and gas law.  We 
are proud to be of service to large and small oil and gas operators, nonoperating working interest 
owners, and sophisticated landowners.  We pride ourselves on being prompt, thorough, and 
reasonably priced.   


• We work for our clients to create an environment that enhances the opportunities for their 
businesses to thrive. 


• We are licensed in Texas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Arkansas, North Dakota, and Illinois. 
We provide legal solutions nationwide.  


• We work for our clients always with an eye towards avoiding litigation; however, if litigation 
is necessary, we work to assure that our clients are in the best position to prevail. 


• As appropriate, we provide civil litigation, administrative law, and tax law assistance. 
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October 27, 2022 10:20 – 11:35 
October 28, 2022 8:50 – 10:05 
 
 
 
Jonathan Lear – Lear & Lear PLLC 
A Primer on Utah Title Law 
This presentation will discuss Utah title issues and idiosyncrasies that might vary from 
general title matters observed in other Rocky Mountain States. 
 
Jonathan Lear is a senior partner with Lear & Lear PLLC.  He received his bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Utah, and his law degree from the Howard University 
School of Law.  Jonathan represents energy clients in both the renewable and mineral 
extraction industry, with a focus on natural resources and public lands law.  He primarily 
works with matters related to complex title, acquiring rights to explore, produce and 
transport oil and gas, transactional matters, permitting, access and financing.  Jonathan 
has examined title to innumerable oil and gas properties in the Rocky Mountain West 
and Mid-Continent areas of the United States and has prepared hundreds of acquisition, 
drilling, and division order title opinions, covering federal, Indian, state, and private 
lands.  He works with clients before state and federal agencies with administrative 
hearings and appeals; natural resources litigation and appeals; mergers and 
acquisitions; mineral financing; and natural resources law on Indian reservations.  When 
not working, Jonathan enjoys soccer (whether coaching his four children or playing in 
his indoor and outdoor leagues) and traveling with his family. 





sharon.tucker
File Attachment
A Primer on Utah Title Law.pdf


	Sheet1



